HOW TO UPGRADE YOUR OLD FILES TO VERSION 8.0

NOTE: The Version 8 upgrading routine will move Version 7 files into the new Version 8. If you are upgrading from a version earlier than Version 7, you must first upgrade those earlier files to the proper format for Version 7. Do this before proceeding to upgrade the files to Version 8. See the section of this manual on upgrading to Version 7.

PREPARING TO UPGRADE YOUR FILES.  Updating your data files from Version 7.0 of TRUCKS is not hard to do. Here's what is involved. First, you should make a backup copy of your existing Version 7.0 data files. Those files are dBase III type files that have a .DBF filename extension. Then you will Uninstall your Version 7.0 and install the new version of the TRUCK program. After that, you will move your existing data into the new installation. That's all there is to it. Just follow these easy steps to get your new version of The TRUCK DATA SYSTEM up and running...and without losing any of your data.

STEP 1.  There are several fields that are REQUIRED to contain data. Normally, The TRUCK DATA SYSTEM will display an error if one of those fields is left blank and, many times, will add a default entry. Examples are: every vehicle description and fuel entry must have a vehicle number and a division; repairs must also include a repair code and date; inventory entries must include an in-house number, a description and row and bin numbers between 01 and 99.

If any of these required fields are left blank through editing or some other past errors, they must be corrected for the upgrading routine to work properly.

If you proceed with the upgrading and have an error reported that the upgrading could not be completed, you will find that kind of error of omission. In that case, you must reinstall Version 8, correct the errors and try the upgrading again. With no errors, the upgrading will work correctly.

Errors can be corrected in TOOLSET or any of the many programs that will read dBase files.

If you have not already done it, you should use Toolset to PACK your data files to remove any records that were marked “deleted” in the past. This will avoid moving those old deleted records into your new installation.

Also, be sure your PASSWORD IS 8 CHARACTERS LONG.

STEP 2.  BEFORE YOU DO ANYTHING TO YOUR EXISTING FILES, MAKE A BACKUP AND A COPY OF THE FILES THAT HAVE A ".DBF" EXTENSION.  Keep that backup in a separate safe place. If anything goes wrong with the updating, you want to be able to get back to where you started. The backup copy can be on diskettes, zip disks, another hard drive directory, etc. If you do not understand about making backups or copies, seek help from your computer dealer or someone familiar with your computer. You want to have a COPY of those .DBF files from your Version 7.0 records.

STEP 3.  At your Windows Desktop, at the Start/Programs selection, find The TRUCK DATA SYSTEM and the selection to UnInstall.  Use that selection to Uninstall Version 7.0 from your computer.

All of the files that were in your installation directory (probably C:\VEHICLES) should now be gone. The directory itself may also be gone.

STEP 4.  Install the new TLC-2000 Version 8.0   Just follow the instructions in this User Manual in the section on "INSTALLATION".
STEP 5.  When Version 8.0 is installed, start the program. At the main menu, select Toolset and enter the password “PASSWORD” to gain access to the Toolset utilities.

At the Toolset menu, select Import Old Records, read the warning notice and, if you are ready, click on the Continue button. At the next window, enter the path to your old records (the .DBF files). This path may be something like    A:\    or     D:\MyFiles\    or wherever your old .DBF files are located.  Click on the Continue button and the information from the old .DBF files will be moved into the Tables in the new Microsoft Access type data file Vehicles.Mdb 

Now sit back and watch. Progress is reported in a display of the name of the files as they are processed. The filename display background will change color when the file is large so that you will see some indication that the program is working.

When the upgrading is completed, your new program should be ready to use.

IF YOU GET AN ERROR MESSAGE WHILE UPGRADING

When you do the upgrading, you may get an error message that says  “Couldn’t find installable ISAM”  This is caused by some files being missing from your computer. Many computers have the files and will not report the error. If you do get the error, here is the procedure to install those missing files.

(The error will usually drop you out of the TRUCK program but, if not, choose Quit and get back to your Windows desktop.)

On your CD-Rom, there is a directory named “ODBC” that contains three subdirectories – Disk1, Disk2 and Disk3

Using three formatted 3 ½” diskettes, copy the content of each of those subdirectories to the three diskettes – labeling them Disk1, Disk2 and Disk3.

Insert Disk 1 into Drive A: and, at the Start button, choose Run and run A:Setup.exe    The location C:\Windows\System is OK (Windows NT and 2000 users use C:\WinNT\System or System32)     Choose the Typical installation and insert the other two diskettes as prompted. Now, again run the truck program and starting with Step 5, do the upgrading to Version 8.0 as noted above.

UPGRADING FILES FROM VERSIONS EARLIER THAN VERSION 7.0

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR USERS OF VERSIONS 6.1 AND EARLIER

If you are upgrading from Version 6.1 or earlier, you must first upgrade your data files to the Version 7 format. Do this BEFORE you upgrade to Version 8. You can not upgrade files to the Version 8 format from any earlier data file format other than Version 7.0

Your CD-Rom contains an UPGRADE directory. In that directory, there are .DBF files that are in the Version 7.0 format. There are also other files, FILES.DBF, FILES.BAT and UPGRADE.EXE

Copy all of the content of the UPGRADE directory into a temporary directory on your computer. Rename all of the .DBF files from your pre-Version 7.0 records so that the filename extension is changed from .DBF to .BAK     Now copy those .BAK files into that same temporary directory that contains the files from the UPGRADE directory on the CD-Rom.

Do the upgrade work by running the batch file FILES.BAT in that temporary directory.  The data in the old .BAK files will be moved into the Version 7.0 .DBF files.

Now go back to the section on How to Upgrade Your Old Files to Version 8.0 and upgrade the Version 7.0 files to Version 8.0 

